
KS1 African 
Drumming

Brazilian
Samba

Caribbean
Steel Pans

Indonesian
Gamelan

World 
Percussion

Work creatively with sound by investigating, experimenting, selecting and combining sounds 
to express feelings, ideas, mood and atmosphere

Sing and perform with simple instruments to develop vocal and manipulative control

Listen and respond to their own and others’ music-making, thinking and talking about sounds, 
effects and musical features in music that they create, perform or listen to

How Drums for Schools Schemes of Work Satisfy 
Northern Ireland’s National Curriculum for Music

*Features of high-quality music education from the Music Subject Research Review

KS2 African 
Drumming

Brazilian
Samba

Caribbean
Steel Pans

Indonesian
Gamelan

World 
Percussion

Work creatively with sound by creating musical stories, pictures, patterns, conversations, 
accompaniments and by investigating ways of preserving the music they have created

Sing and perform with simple instruments from memory, by ear or from notation to develop 
vocal and instrumental skills

Listen and respond to their own and others’ music-making, thinking about, talking about and 
discussing a variety of characteristics within music that they create, perform or listen to

KS3: Knowledge, Understanding & Skills African 
Drumming

Brazilian
Samba

Caribbean
Steel Pans

Indonesian
Gamelan

World 
Percussion

Improvise, compose and perform music in a range of styles

Explore and combine the elements of music to create structure and style when improvising 
and composing

Perform individually and in groups, and discuss and decide on points of interpretation in the music

Use existing and emerging music technology resources when composing and performing

Listen to and appraise their own music and that of others

Listen to a wide range of music from different styles and genres and respond critically to what 
they hear

Explore how the skills they learn through music-making are relevant to their present and 
future lives

Develop awareness of the range of employment opportunities in the music and music-related 
industries

  KS3: Learning Outcomes African 
Drumming

Brazilian
Samba

Caribbean
Steel Pans

Indonesian
Gamelan

World 
Percussion

Demonstrate musical understanding and skills by expressing and communicating their 
thoughts, ideas and feelings through making and responding to music, showing a clear 
awareness of audience and purpose

Demonstrate critical thinking and skilful decision-making when combining the elements 
of music to create compositions and performances

Demonstrate musical understanding and creativity when making and responding to music

Use a range of appropriate resources to explore and experiment with different 
approaches to composing and performing

Demonstrate self-management by working independently and systematically, persisting 
with tasks, evaluating and improving own performance

Work effectively as members of a group when composing and performing

Meets Requirement                 Partially Meets Requirement


